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Camagueyans face drinking water shortages despite heavy rains in the

east of the country
Havana, June 22, 2023

Thousands of Camagueyans continue without drinking water supply, despite the days of
heavy rains that hit the eastern region at the beginning of this month. According to
independent journalist José Luis Tan Estrada, the problems have not been solved.

The heavy rains that affected the easternmost part of the country left significant damage
and at least six deaths. According to a report by the independent newspaper 14ymedio,
these "damaged roads and railways; but, above all, they left 125 communities without
water in which almost 85,000 people live and nearly 1,700 customers are still without
electricity service. Finally, 4,795 hectares were affected by the floods and 2,000 hectares
of short-cycle crops are to be planted to try to alleviate the disaster".

However, the triumphalist discourse of the Cuban State tried to hide the authorities’
ineffectiveness in evacuating and safeguarding the citizens and their goods, alleging that
at least, the region's reservoirs had been filled to 92% of their capacity for this stage.

Osvaldo Martinez Torres, Deputy Director General of Integrated Water Management of
the National Institute of Hydraulic Resources, pointed out that "15 of the country's 16
territories are growing in their storage volumes, although the main ones are concentrated
in Camagliey, Granma, Santiago de Cuba, Holguin and Guantanamo". Paradoxically,
Camaguey dawned on June 14 without drinking water supply. The shortage of the
precious liquid in the province is not directly related to the drought, as Cuban authorities
insist on making it seem.

According to a report by Diario de Cuba, this situation is due "mainly to the operation of
only one of the four pumping systems that feed the city's water treatment plant”. To this
must be added other technical problems such as the insufficiency of the distribution
valves, which cannot guarantee the distribution of the liquid in an equitable manner, nor
the access to it for those who live in the higher areas.

Residents report water shortages in different areas, sometimes lasting several years. The
authorities' answers are not concrete and in the meantime, they are forced to carry a few
liters from distant areas or to pay a surcharge to the tanker truck drivers. This situation is
present in several areas of the country. According to an article in Periodismo de Barrio,
there has been a considerable decrease in the volume of cubic meters destined to the
population. The figures decreased by about 10 percent between 1997 and 2017.

In addition to the drought, numerous structural failures persist in the face of the
authorities' inaction, putting the correct use of the liquid at risk. Leaks due to deterioration
in distribution networks, for example, represented "external losses of approximately 60
percent, and intradomiciliary losses of 20 percent."”

"The National Environmental Strategy put the number of people who had access to the
resource through tanker trucks at around one million inhabitants; 800,000 carried it from
a distance of 200 or 300 meters; 600,000 did not have adequate access, of which 200,000
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were in urban areas and 400,000 in rural areas. In addition, 3,100,000 were supplied by
other means and consumed untreated water," the text states.

In fact, the Food Monitor Program has been able to verify as part of its work the
difficulties of access to the interior of the houses, and this is extended to work and study
centers. In the town of Caimito, Artemisa, a resident assured the researchers that “the
water is arriving with a bad smell and bad taste. Since then there has been a wave of
diarrhea and vomiting. My husband, who rides his bicycle to town, brings drinking water
from there in five-liter bottles, which we use for cooking and drinking.

The persistent problems in the water supply, the delays in the projection of measures to
protect this resource, together with the inefficient work to guarantee the presence of the
precious liquid in homes, force the average Cuban to look for alternatives.

Meanwhile, the regime has not explained where the budgets granted to remedy the water
resources crisis in the country have gone. In 2014, the government of Saudi Arabia
offered a soft credit of $40 million, granted for the improvement of the hydraulic system
in Camagley. The worsening of the situation almost ten years later shows that the capital
was not properly used.

With this note, Food Monitor Program intends to call attention to the precariousness of
access to drinking water in Cuban households, a situation that is more acute in rural areas.
We urge the Cuban authorities to abandon their passive position and work to find effective
solutions.
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